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Configuration spaces are natural objects of study in mangreéifit areas of math-
ematics and have been studied intensely. There is an intgre®nnection with

algebra. Configuration spaces of the Euclidean plane haveotinelogy of braid

groups and those of infinite dimensional Euclidean space ba homology of

symmetric groups.

We will want to consider configuration spaces as moduli spatpoints, or O-
dimensional manifolds, but generalise the situation to micgbaces of manifolds
of any dimension. These moduli spaces are of great impatangeometry.
There has been much progress in the last decade studyingtioupa the 2-
dimensional case which is of particular interest: The mospace of surfaces
in infinite dimensional Euclidean space are closely relaeRiemann’s moduli
spaces and have the homology as the mapping class grouph.ribtient interest
in them has been motivated by application in topologicatifteeory.

We will review some of these recent developments and expieaim conse-
qguences.



