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An emerging field of discrete differential geometry aims at the development of dis-
crete equivalents of notions and methods of classical differential geometry. The
latter appears as a limit of a refinement of the discretization. Current interest in
discrete differential geometry derives not only from its importance in pure math-
ematics but also from its applications in computer graphics, theoretical physics,
architecture, and numerics. Rather unexpectedly, the very basic structures of dis-
crete differential geometry turn out to be related to the theory of integrable sys-
tems. Many examples illustrating this relationship will bediscussed.


